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| Exime Minister Nehru called the crisis in Laos the result 
“wrong policies pursued until they reach the edge of 
saster.” The London Observer (March 2) held that “the 
aotian civil war is partly the result of rash American 
splomacy . . . a result about which Britain and France 
nve repeated warnings.” 


A Necessary Neutrality 


|I. F. Stone writes (April 3) that the war talk in Wash- 
sgton was nonsense, a blufl the White House and the 
entagon were hoping the Russians would not call. Though 
ir. Kennedy inherited in Laos a mess of our own making, 
> was reacting to it with cold war Dulles brinkmanship. 
mee our Boun Oum’s Military Conquest of Laos was not 
scceeding, we were ready to settle for neutrality, though 
‘we could get it we would prefer, in the words of The 
ation, neutrality “leaning 45 degrees” toward us. A New 
ork Times reporter related that Boun Oum’s forces were 
nttle-shy, peace-loving Buddhists; no match for the Pathet 
ao troops who were unencumbered by religion, Buddhist 

_ otherwise, and whose hearts were in what they were 
ining. Besides, the people of Laos were rallying to the 


mthet Lao side. An Associated Press dispatch March 24_ 


aoted an Ameri rican in Laos as wondering why in every 
wuntry we go “the side seems to have the will to fig 
hile (our people )do not.” : 


.ccept recall bf the 14 33 International Cen- 
= ail a Communist China. We are 


ons, and combat ‘ships of our E Seventh 
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example: “It is not ae us to pe as to the aneee tion 
ay = ayniet ae have gee meal ees of aco 


The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial member- 
ship organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the 
Church, the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, 
from the Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions 
and to promote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation 
stands for the complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects 
the method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for 
society and seeks to replace it with social-economic planning to 
develop a society without class or group discriminations and privi- 
leges. In seeking these objectives, the Federation does not commit 
its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic 
decisions, not by violence. 


Behind the Headlines 


The National Campaign to Abolish the Un-American 
Activities Committee now carries a double handicap im- — 
posed by the recent Supreme Court 5-4 decision which sent 
Frank Wilkinson and Carl Braden to jail for a year. This 
campaign is deprived of the services of two valuable helpers, 
and a door is left open for the repetition of this injury. 
Wilkinson is field secretary of the National Committee for 
Abolition who had already done a remarkably effective job 
of organization in several centers. Braden, also active in the 
Abolition Committee, is a field man for the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, which has for a number of years 
been developing support for integration in southern colleges 
and universities, and has recently been giving aid to the sit- 
down movement. Several years ago he was released by the 
Supreme Court of Kentucky from jail under a false charge 
in connection with helping a negro family get a house in a 


white neighborhood. 


Wilkinson was charged by the Un-American Activities 
Committee with being a Communist Party member, on the 
bare word of a paid informer, unsupported by any evidence. — 
Braden was so charged on the basis of a petition he and his 
wife sent to Congress on the integration question. In a lead- 
accusation the Committee Director claimed that the 
nt Braden signed the petition he was a Party member. _ 
Hae ground of their rights under the First Amendment 

 refused™to-answer all questions. ee = 
These rights were the main ground of their defense in the 
‘4or ne Court, with the additional plea that the real pur- _ 
ose of the Committee in subpoenaing them was to punish 
or working for the Committee’s abolition. 


Behind the Headlines 

(Continued from page 21) 
concurring, presses this point further on the ground that 
investigation of criticism of the Committee was not within 
the scope of the mandate creating the Committee. Justice 
Brennan, in his dissent, said that the “dominant purpose” 
in calling Wilkinson was to “harass him” and this was not 
a “valid legislative purpose.” 

If the question of revenge had never been raised these 
men would still have gone to jail. That is made clear by 
the final sentence in the majority decision: “We conclude 
that the First Amendment claims pressed here are indis- 
tinguishable from those considered in Barenblatt and that 
upon the reasoning and the authority of that case they can- 
not prevail.” In the Braden case the whole majority decision 
rests upon the Barenblatt case. 

This case began in 1954 and was decided in 1958. Lloyd 
Barenblatt-was then a teacher in Vassar College. At an Un- 
American Activities Committee hearing a paid informer 
testified that he had been a Communist during 1947-1950 
while a graduate student and teaching fellow at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. The Committee tried to get confirma- 
tion from Barenblatt. He refused to answer all questions 
on the ground of his constitutional rights, and also on the 
ground that no matter how he answered them his employ- 
ment would be in danger and other penalties would be en- 
tailed. Before the case was finished his contract at Vassar 
ran out and, because of his refusal to answer, was not re- 
newed. 

Theory of Balance 


The 5-4 decision which sent Barenblatt to jail rested upon 
Justice Frankfurter’s theory of balance and its supporting 
principles of the government’s right to self-preservation. The 
theory says that when the right of the government to self- 
preservation outweighs the rights guaranteed to the indi- 
vidual in the First Amendment he loses those rights. 

This makes the third step toward legally concelling out 
the First Amendment in our time. The first was taken under 
the pressure of World War I, the other two under the pras-— 
sures of the cold war. _ 

f 


Clear and Present Danger  —s_—__—s 


The first move on this escalator was Justice Holmes’ 
“clear and present danger” doctrine which sent Debs ‘and 
others to jail. This doctrine said that the right of iree 
speech was lost when there was a clear and present danger 
that it would prevent the enforcement of a law Congress 
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had the right to pass. The law then involved was the draft 
act. In the Smith Act trials of recent years this doctrine was 
expanded to cover potential future danger. 


Admonitions Only 


The next step in lessening the authority of the First 
Amendment was taken by the distinguished New York 
judge Learned -Hand, in his repeated assertion that its 
guarantees must be understood as admonitions, not as com- 
mandments. This position goes beyond the rights of indi- 
viduals to the powers of Congress, including the doing by 
committee action that which it is forbidden to do by law. 
Thus Judge Hand paved the way for Frankfurter’s balance 
theory. 

There is a tendency to discuss this theory solely in terms 
of the rights of the individuals it has sent, and will send, 
to jail. But in each of his dissents from the findings based 
upon it Justice Black has insisted that the First Amendment ~ 
also provides the nation with a way to preserve and develop 
democracy, not only as a form of government but also as — 
a way Of life. 

In the Braden case he denies once more 

“that the nation’s ability to preserve itself depends upon” 

the suppression of religion, speech, press, assembly and 

petition . . . But I do believe that the noble sounding slo- 
gan of self-preservation rests upon a premise that can 
destroy any democratic nation by eating away liberties” 

that are indispensable to its healthy growth.” 3 

Thus where Frankfurter puts the balance on the side of © 
the security of the state, meaning essentially the underlying 
interests at the moment controlling the state, Black makes” 
the determining factor the needs of the naion. Once he says — 


“society, that is, the entire socio-economic order. s 
rs 


A] 


Possibility for Peaceful Change 


The crisis now confronting this nation call for continuous 
discussion and amplification of this basic point. It mea 
that in this matter of the First Amendment, as in the deter-_ 
rent value of the nuclear weapons program, and the safe 
value of the civil defense program, the nation is being of- 
fered destruction in the name of preservation. 

» The constructive counterpoint is that, in a period whe 
€conomic change is a world pattern, the First Amendment 
oifers us a way to change the economic order without a civil 
war. 

This is the compelling reason for continuous discussio 
and extension of Black’s analysis of the Frankfurter balan 
theory.—H. F. W. 
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(Continued from page 21) 


y years ago the U.S. began sending in money ($300 mil- 
)), arms and American Military instructors for the 
val Laotian Army, which had collaborated with the 
wanese in World War II. Our money (National Guardian 
il 3) went into the pockets of corrupt officials, crooked 
tractors and currency speculators. The Laotian people 
ed as poor as ever, with an average income of less than 
a year, with 85 per cent of its 2,000,000 people illiterate. 
Jur position in Laos is politically weak. Against this 
blerable situation Captain Kong Ie, Commander of the 
ck parachctists “Who were the only pride and joy of our 
ilitary in Laos,” revolted last summer and put Prince 
uvanna Phouma back in power, until in 1960 we re- 
ced him with our man, playboy Prince Boun Oum. 


Jur Military position in Laos is also weak. I. F. Stone 
ptés that the maps Mr. Kennedy showed at his White 
Juse press conference gave a misleading picture. The 
thet Lao, striking back against Boun Oum, true enough 
. over-run the three northern provinces; but they have 
ae more. Mr. Stone says the true situation may be seen 
a map published March 25 in Le Monde in Paris: except 

the MeKong River Valley low lands, all the rest of 
os, from north to south, is now controlled by the Pathet 
o. Mr. Stone writes that “our threat of intervention is 
ak because all it would do is bog down USS. forces in 
mountain jungle to repat all the agonies of the French 
the bloody years before 1954.” 


Thaw Out the Celd War 


Against this background President Kennedy’s request for 


billion more for our military budget, to increase our. 


2ans to make both massive and limited war, shows that 
r automatic response to a crisis is to step up our military 
ending. But our failure in Laos was not due to any lack 
military spending. We failed because we could not under- 
ind social and economic factors in Laos. In the President’s 
.tement on Laos there was not one word about the con- 
tion of the Laotian people. The Associated Press (March 
) quotes another American in Laos as saying that he 
vould have tried, somehow, to reach the little people 
stead of the big families.” And still another_American 
mmented: “We came here to help out. We brought 
oney and the goods to the military program. We neglected 
e economic side.” 

We still have to learn to put people first. We have not 
t learned the futility of force to gain goodwill. We have 
t yet learned the practicality of applied religion. The 
§. should stop sending in supplies through Thailand; the 
S.S.R. should stop sending in supplies through China. 
e should let the people of Laos choose the kind of gov- 
nment they want, as they twice tried to do, and we should 
cept their choice. There will be no peace in Laos, or 
ywhere else, until we thaw out the Cold War. 


YSTERIA ON THE RIGHT Ses | 

In his westward progress on his April trip the Executive 
vcretary, the Rev. Lee H. Ball, came on the evening of 
sril 6 to Huron, Ohio, to the home of the Rev. J. Clyde 
gan, where he had invited himself for supper and to 


"9g 


= 


spend the night. MFSA member Clyde Keegan, now retired 
has a long and uncompromising career as a defender of 
causes true and righteous. As he took Lee Ball‘s suitcase, 
Clyde Keegan said, “You have happened to stop here on 
the right evening. The film Operation Abolition is going 
to be shown in the high school tonight. I was going to 
stand up alone, if need be, to protest it, but now you can 
stand with me.” 


Necks Out 


‘And we two were the only ones who spoke out to say 
that this film, on the HUAC hearings in San Francisco 
a year ago, was a doctored and distorted piece of propa- 
ganda, calculated to promote a spirit of violence wherever 
it is shown, and to push the idea that whoever criticises 
the Un-American Activities Committee is himself therefore 
a communist, or communist-inspired—objectives in which 
it succeeds to an alarming degree. The film was shown by 
a representative of the Exchange Club in Sandusky, who 


said the Exchange Club was making the showing of this 


filma national project. Fhe Huron audience laughed-as 
they saw on the screen the shocking mistreatment of pro- 
testing students by the San Francisco police, 

As the meeting broke up, a half dozen people came 
around to commend us for speaking. One woman said, 
“When necks need to be stuck out, you can count on the 
Methodist to do it.” 

Dr. Keegan was deeply disturbed. He said, “my name 
is ‘mud’ in this town now.” He spent a sleepless night. 
This film certainly stirs the worst emotions where it is shown. 


Cause Fer Alarm 


The next day, speaking at a small luncheon of Methodist 
ministers in Toledo, Lee Ball referred to this Huron ex- 
perience. The ministers present spoke of a similar experi- 
nce another Methodist had, the Rev. David H. Weaver, 
of Fremont, Ohio, who mimeographed his letter-to-the-edi- 
tor of the Fremont News-Messenger, March 3. Mr. Weaver 
writes: “I spent a restless and sleepless night after seeing 
the film ... February 28. The loss of sleep did not come 
so much from the film, but some of the after-effects. I 
could not help but feel the chill that came from persons 
who, heretofore, have been most friendly acquaintances. 
When (seeing) a film creates such a reaction . . . there is 
cause for alarm.” 


In a phone conversation Mr. Weaver reports that his = 


congregation stands by him. A group of Air Force reserve 
officers, who had seen the film, invited him to give his evalu- 
ation of it, and reacted with understanding. 

~ MFSA member Albion Roy King, on the faculty of 
Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa, has mimeographed 
a very thorough analysis “Operation Abolition,’ which 
is to be presented by his Conference Board of Christian 
Social Relations, of which he is chairman. 

Both Dr. King and Mr. Weaver criticize the film not so 
much for what shows, but for what it does not show—the 
reasons why impressive persons and organizations oppose 
its coming into a community to breed a spirit of violence— 
persons and organizations who cannot be described by the 
Committee’s hackneyed phrase, “Communist-led.” g 
Thus, as the Christian Century says, ministers and others 
who raise questions about the fraudulent nature of this — 

(Continued on page 24) . 
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HUAC-sponsored film, find “the heavens falling upon 
them.” 

Part of the current hysteria is the burgeoning of John 
Birch Societies, whose dictator—learer Robert W. Welch, 
Jr., clearly insinuates that Eisenhower and (CIA) Dulles 
are Communist-led, and whose objective is the impeach- 
ment of Chief Justice Warren. The members of these semi- 
secret cells are to infiltrate PTA’s, report on suspicious 
sayings of teachers and ministers. All this is so ludicrous it 
should fall on its face, only it does not. 

These current manifestations of hysteria must be con- 
fronted, seriously and courageously. The crazy, crackpot 
season is on us again, if we were-ever free of it. 

Request copies of Albion Roy King’s and David Weaver's 
analyses of “Operation Abolition.” 

Read the Christian Century editorial, “Subversion of the 
Right,” March 29. 

Ask for the National Council of Churches’ 15,000 word 
report on the film: “Some facts and Some Comments.” 50 
cents, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27. Discounts on 
quantity orders. 

For other publications on the film and the Committee ask 

Religious Freedom Committee, 118 East 28th St., New 
York 16. 

New York Council to Abolish HUAC, 150 West 34th St., 
New York 1. 


NOTES 


MFSA members Elwood Griest, Alex and Marion Mun- 
sell, the Rev. Bernard C. Graves and Herbert Rosen of 
New York City were active in encouraging clergy in the 
New York area to offer peace prayers on the Palm Sunday- 
Passover week-end. Twenty-five Methodist ministers signed 
their names in the press as participating, including Bishop 
Lloyd C. Wicke. Of these, nine were MFSA members. 

MFSA member the Rev. Daniel Taylor, of the Rose City 
Park Methodist Church, Portland, Oregon, addressed peace 
marchers in Seattle in Easter Week. 


Our new MFSA chapter in Iliff School of Theology, 
- Denver, sponsored Dr. Willard Uphaus when he spoke at 
the year’s largest chapel service. MFSA member Thomas 
Rehorn, Jr., writes that many students were deeply im- 
pressed and “changed” by hearing Dr. Uphaus, and regard 
him as a “real” person. 

MFSA vice President Edward L. Peet, of the Central 


Write your Senators 


Mackay and William Mackie. 


deported after a residence of five years. 


'“A stable society requires a technique of change . . . The 


ACTION 


(1) To vote for bills $.420 and 8.421, introduced by Senator Morse, for the return of Ha iis h | 


(2) To introduce and support a bill to revise the Walter-McCarran Law to the effect that all | 
foreign born residents of the United States who have legally entered this country cannot be | 


| 


Methodist Church, Sacramento, addressed the Torch Club 
in March on “The Gospel, Marx and Freud.” Copies mayff 
be requested. 
MFSA members the Rev. and Mrs. Sumpter M. Riley | 
Jr., of Cleveland, will attend the peace conference in Oslo} 
this summer. Dr. Linus Pauling and Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
will be on the program. \ 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Clyde Keegan of Huron, Ohio, leave 
on a round-the-world trip May 14, beginning with the 
International Rotary Convention in Tokyo. | 
Lee Ball March 20-22 talked with the legislative repres 
sentatives of eighteen senators, in Washington, concerning# 
introduction of a five-year Statute of Limitations to prevent} 
deportation of foreign-born; had the privilege of speaking 
in two seminars in Wesley Seminary. March 23-24 he inter= 
viewed MFSA prospects in Baltimore and Philadelphia. ~} 
March 20 Bishop John Wesley Lord addressed the Pros) 
testant clergy of Washington on public funds for public} 
schools. He spoke of mankind’s nuclear peril, said this was 
a time when again the blood of the martyrs might be thé 
seed of the church—if we have any blood to bleed. Hel 
further said we are in a time when if one is even a criti¢) 
of the Un-American Activities Committee, he is called! 
a “communist.” ““When are you going to speak out?” Bishop} 
Lord asked the clergy. “When are you going to stand up and 
be counted?” E 
Lee Ball started on a thirty-day trip by car to Denver and) 
return April 3, to visit MFSA members and prospects, as} 
well as campuses, and to preach Sundays. His first stop was’ 
at the New York State Pastors’ Convention at the Colgate= 
Rochester Divinity School April 3-4; Cleveland April 5-677 
then Toledo April 7-9, where he preached for the Revs 
Anthony Drake in Bethany Methodist Church, Oregon, and» 
was the week-end guest of the Rev. and Mrs. Drake. In’ 
Cleveland his hosts were the Rev. and Mrs. Edward Brown, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam delivered the Rauschenbusch 
lecture in Rochester April 3, saying Christianity and Juda-. 
ism hold that every human being is a son of the Eternal, 
over against both communism and fascism which hold that 
man is to serve either the State, or the Economic Process. 
Bishop Oxnam holds the State does not confer liberties, 
it only confirms them. Other insights_of the bishop’s were: 
most important social fact today is the yearning of the 
common people everywhere for a more abundant living.” 
Dr. George B. Cressy of Syracuse University told the 
New York State pastors there is not a chance that Chiang 
Kai Shek can reconquer China; we must recognize the 
Chinese because they are there, and will not go away. 


